
CLAIMS 

claim: 

[ A t ltciiiul K L ^ul itUii g cusin s i ilug device compriaing i 

a flexible, deformable outer membrane being^adapted to sealably receive a liquid-like 
material therein; 

a foam core being disposed widiin said Q^ble, deformable outer membrane wherein said 

foam core has a dimension/^bstantially coincident with said outer membrane; 
a liquid-like material being^s^ably contained within said flexible, deformable outer 
membrane and Mtwating said foam core, said liquid-like material being at least 
partially cirptUatable through said foam core wherein the cooperation of said 
saturated/^am core and said sealable flexible membrane provide a substantially 
unifomj, thermal regulating "medium and structural support such that said 
trfSSly, umtormly deformable when a load4s~a ppUed therp t o l 



^. ' Z The thermal regulating cushioning device of claim /^wherein said foam core further 
coWprises reticulated polyurethane foam having a porosity ranging from 10 pores per inch to 60 

in 

pores per inch. 

/.O The thermal regulating cushioning device of clainti/1 wherein the outer membrane of said 
nygd container further comprises vinyl having a thickness ranging from one millimeter to two 
hurfdred millimeters. 




4 

in! 



"ares e alabfe ^ 



thermal rogula t iiig c u ^ lin rntng^de^ge^ofcla^ 
uQct va l v e fortlignlsra^^ nf said liqnid-lilcp material. 

\ 

The thermal regulating cushioning device of claim ^wherein said flexible outer deformable 
membrane further comprises a lower outer membrane having a non-sliding surface functioning to 
hold said device in a predetermined position. 
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^ The thermal regulating cushioning device of claim ^wherein said nonsliding surface is a 
studded cloth chosen from a group consisting of rubber studded cloth and vinyl studded cloth. 



The thermal regula^if^usWoning d^^^ claim 1 and further comprising a thermal 
regulating unit cooperating with the li^pS^li^) material to either heat or cool the liquid-like 
material. 





The thermal regulating cushioning device of claim further comprising a receiving area 
adapted to receive the body of an animal or human therein, said receiving area having a dimension 
greater than said body such that said saturated foam core and said outer membrane substantially 
surround said body. 



\M T y Aft-efleapsuiaDng, ihenn al regulating cus htOH & r g device compfi3ing 
^ jr a flexible, deformable outer membrane adapted to sealably rec^ve a liquid-like 
material therein; 

a foam core being disposed within said flexible, defopriable outer membrane wherein said 

foam core has a dimension substantially^incident with said outer membrane; 
a liquid-like material being sealably copdined within said flexible, deformable outer 
membrane and saturating sajdroam core, said liquid-like material being at least 
partially circulatable tl>rough said foam core wherein the cooperation of said 
saturated foam corp^d said sealable flexible membrane provide a substantially 
uniform, therpiil regulating medium and structural support such that said 
cushioning jdevice is readily, uniformly deformable when a load is applied thereto; 
a receivmg area adapted to receive the body of a user, said receiving area 

ha^g a dimension larger than that of said body such that said foam core and 
rane substanaaily sufround-said-bod^; 



i 



The encapsulating device of claim^^^further comprising a nonstick substance covering said 
outer membrane. 
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encapsulating J o v ice uf cMiii 9 f urtner compnsmg a them^^n^gnlatmg--umt 
cooperating with the liquid-like material to heat or cool the temperature of the liquid-^e 
material. / 

A thermal regulating cushioning device comprising: / 

a plurality of segments of consistent size, each of said segments connectable to at least one 
other segment, whereby the length of said device is selectively variable, each of 
said segments comprising: / 

a flexible, deformable outer membrane being adapted to stably receive a liquid-like 
material therein; / 

a foam core being disposed within said flexible, deform^le outer membrane wherein said 
foam core has a dimension substantially coincident with said outer membrane; 

a liquid-like material being sealably container within said flexible, deformable outer 
membrane and saturating said foam irare, said liquid-like material being at least 
partially circulatable through saua foam core wherein the cooperation of said 
saturated foam core and said stable flexible membrane provide a substantially 
uniform, thermal regulating medium and structural support such that said 
cushioning device is readUy , uniformly deformable when a load is applied thereto 

A method for regulating the temperature of a user comprising the steps of: 

bringing a pOTtion of the body of said user in intimate contact with a cushioning 
device ha^Wng a foam core saturated with a liquid-like material, said foam core 
covered^ by a deformable, scalable flexible membrane and having a dimension 
substantially coincident with said outer membrane, wherein said liquid-like material 
is a/least partially circulatable through said foam core wherein the cooperation of 
Mud saturated foam core and said scalable flexible membrane provide a substan- 
/ tiaUy_unifornLJ hegRaHgguiatmg med ium and suuc i uxal support for sa jd-ttserrand-i 
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reaauy, unltormly det'ormaijie" wii c n a'toad k > 



1\ The method for regulating the temperature of a user of claim 13 and further comprising 
le step of wrapping said cushion device around said user. 

15. The metMJiior regulating the temperature of a user of claim 13 and further comprising 
the step of hearts or cooling the temperature of the liquid-like material with a thermal 
regulating unit. 

16. Theimethod for r^ulating the teni^)eratuie of a user of claim 13 wherein said flexib|e :quter, 
\ membrane has a non-stic^dng surfiace. 



17. The method for n^ulating the temperature of a us^sof claim 13 wherein said cushioning 



device includes a receiving area having a dimension 



than said portion of the user's 



body, such that said saturated foam core and said outer memro^e substantially surrcund 
said portion. 
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